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- Kr. J. D. Adams 

• Mr. R. J« Gallagher 

(Attn: J. S. Peelcaa) 

5/21/76 "?; 

- Records Management * « - 
Division 

- Legal Counsel Division 

- Mr. T. V. Leavitt 

- Mr. J. O. Ingram 

- Mr. J, G. Decgan 

• Hr. J. T. Aldhixer 
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f PUT POSL : To advise the degree of access to our flics given 

the department Task Force of the Office of Professional 
responsibility (OPT.) which is assigned to review ouy test 
Investigations relating to Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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SYKM*STS ; Ccrreapondencc from the Department indicates thet 
the currant review of our King investigations by the OFF. Task 
Force Is a continuation of the "partial revleV 1 recently con* 
eluded by the Civil lights Division of the Department under 
the direction of Assistant Attorney General J. Stanley 
Jottln&cr. Therefore, la absence of any information to the 
contrary received from the Department to date, peraonnel con* 
i ducting the OFF review will have the same access to our files 
fat-bet was afforded the Pottlnger review group • Under lnstruc- 
ons from the Attorney General the Pottinger group was allowed 
g§to review Wav flics pertaining to King, his femlly, relatives, 
frlencs, associates and tire Southern Christian Leadership 
(^Conference (SCIC) as veil as flics relating to COIbTiXPRO 
ctlons, electronic surveillance, all intelligence files and 
r con>r } «te file on lnvestli'etl on of the assassination of 
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.Informant files will not 
nould be noted that < 
review by the OFF Task Force will Include cover pages of 



be aada available for review. "TT%ould be 

coaununlf atlons containing identities of soma Bureau confiden 
tlsl sources and Informants who were not sffardtd symbol 
numbers st that thpe and individuals vho exnttsscd or implied 
conf IdtntlelltyTljfjJila Ievlev cownencetl 5/10/76 In Kootn 4171 
of the JLH bu lining bvi-th r/v^v jjf our X U-HJ jptrtblning to 
King's sss« 

100*106670 
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noted that current .. 
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Hcaorendu* to Hr. T. V. Leavitt 

fcei Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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LEtATI5: The Attorney General haa instructed the Office 

cFTrofea* tonal Besponalbillty (OFT.) ©f the Department 
to conduct r rev lev of our peat Investigations relating 
to Martin Luther King, Jr. By letter dated 5/10/76, 

Michael £. Shaitan, Counsel of the OPL, defined the arena 
of concern in the review which will include perusal of 
all King relr ted recorda in the Department, at rBIHQ-and 
in Bureau field offices. The review must be completed 
••forthwith" end la to answer the following four questions: 

(1) Was the Fill 4 a Investigation of King’s assassination 
thorough and honest T (2) la there any evidence the rBI 
vea involved in the aasaaainationT (3) Ta there any new 
evidence which has cone to the attention of the Lepertment 
concerning the asaesalnatlonf (4) Does the relationship 
between the Bureau and King call for criminal prosecutions, . 
disciplinary proceedings or other appropriate ectioa?(^y\ . 
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MBoraoduo to Mr , T.* W» Leavitt 
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 



DETAILS CONTINUED : 
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i Attached to the above mentioned letter was a oopj 

of a letter to Bhaheen from th ® A *J; or !!? y i^'the^ivil * 

outlining the previous review of the King matter by the Civil 

Rights Division and the baale on wbloh tb * At *?rj* y Kjt jL 
decided to order a nore complete review. In this letter t 
Attorney General indicated that the OPR review Is a continuation 
of the "partial review*' completed by the Civil Rights Division 
under direction of Assistant Attorney General J. Stanley 
Pottlnger* (_j) 

Slnoe correspondence to date f roathe°PR hasnot 
dealt epeclf lcally with file acoeee by the OPR Task Torce, It 
Is concluded that personnel conducting the 0P J 
have the same aooeee to our files that was authorised at tbs 
outset of the Pottlnger review. 

The material/! ilee desired by the Civil Rights 
Division in its review were set forth In **•**"' {*?■ 

Pottlnger to the Director dated 12/4/75. In J^i? 

Pottlnger indicated the Attorney General had instructed his 

Division to review sll actions taken by the FBI against Ring. 

Raauested ware all materials concerning King that were pro- 

widetl to t tie Senate and House Select Committees on Intel lig«noe i 

sll COlN’ffcLPRO proposals, sotlons and results of 

requests, approvals and results, including tapes, 

sod logs of electronic surveillanoes j sll Intelligence ***•■[ 

Hi ou? complete file on the Investigation of J* 

cf King. This letter further stated that tbs J ci f il 4 ^ lgh j* 

Division was interested "in reviewing •very At J* : 

your files which relates In any way to Dr. ! King, his family. 

friladm associates or 8CLC. " It le further noted that the 

Attorney General (letter dated 12/12/75) authorised Pottlnger 

personal access to tapee, transcript* * ttd 

sensitive information concerning King an<* **-■ «*»• ***•• 
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toaornDduB to Mr, T.' W. 
*•1 Martin Luther King 



details cowtikued» 







_ llo _ th . ** “°**f that the above outlined aoceas will 

itilnl ? f* 1 r * W flles ln our investigation 

tL*±!u!nnl ? clud ! d * 111 *»• cover Pag®* of documents containing 
° f moB * C 01 ^ ld * ntlal ■ourcas and potential 
to o£? a j£ltrJ° concealed by symbol numbers aocordlng 

lLntf*??! 1 « fM 1 * **?•• C 0 * 9 * pa * ea w111 alfto contain ^ 

J? " of individuals who have furnished Information to 

us on an expressed or Implied basis of confidentiality. This 
review oo none need B/10/76, In Room 4171 of the JLH Building 
Jr' 1 * 1 !!**'*'* ^ifccticn °* Task Pores leader Pred 0. Polsom Tbs 
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